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Potential Strengthen Guidelines of Food Security in Mae Surin Village,
Khun Yuam District, Mae Hong Son Province
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Abstract

The objectives of the study were (1) to study the community context of Mae Surin
Village; (2) to study the system of the food production and the food security of the
community; (3) to study factors, opportunity, and risks which related to or affected the food
security in the community; and (4) to analyze their problems and suggestions on the potential
strengthen guidelines for food security in the community.

In this research, the researcher collected the purposive data from 2 groups of
people in the community, these were 25 persons who were specifically selected from people
in the community and 8 persons selected from related organizations or sectors. The data were
collected from in-depth interview, community stage meetings, group discussion, participatory
community analysis, including community survey and informal interview. The data were
analyzed qualitatively, stressing on the participation of the people in the community through
the community stage meetings, and analyzing the community environment in the aspect of
strength, weakness, opportunity and obstruction.

The findings of this study were as follows: The community context of Mae Surin
Village was the integration of the culture of the ethnic tribe of northern people, natives, and
karens. They mainly did farming and they were closely related to natural resources and the
environment. Their food sources consisted of food derived from production, natural food
sources or their field, buying, and apportioning in some traditional practice. Their concept
toward the food security was to have food to consume sufficiently and sustainably, to have
various natural food sources according to varied season throughout the year, to have career
by which they could make enough money to buy necessary food to consume, to have
potential for suitable food management, and to have consumption culture according to the
local wisdom. And considering factors, opportunity, and risks which related to or affected the
food security in the community, it was found that the factors consisted of potential and
changes of agricultural system which affected the food production, the utility and the
deterioration of natural resource sources, their income and their potential for needed food
accessibility, and the remainders and changes of the culture/tradition/apportionment.
Considering their suggestions on the potential strengthen guidelines for food security in the
community, it was found that the guidelines consisted of strengthening the community
potential for the management of natural food sources, the food management through local
culture, conscious food consumption, and strengthening the potential of the personnel in the
community (local organization leaders) for monitoring food security in the community, and
making other people in the community learned about the food security.

Keywords: Food security, Mae Surin Village, Khun yuam District, Mae Hong Son Province
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